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8 no chriſtian. charity, divine «\ 
. vangelical reſignation, runs thr . 


EY A 1 how eaſy, how gen Gay are the brea | 

J of the apoſtolic doctrine fram your lips — 
; 1 ho ſweetly, and yet how pathetigally, do . 
1 Pont forth your complaints of the roo. precipitate ee 
3 raſhnefs of ſome of thoſe who diſſent from au/; 
a, ho having done their utmoſt to turn the reſt , 
= b- SK the world upſide down, are ; endeavouring to O 
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our cauſe with 
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and friendly a manner do you Invite 
rors of the church to affright them, or her whips 
and ſcorpions to&iforcethemiits compliance ! How 

dull and _—_— are the works of all our antient 


them ee 


i d rortiinari 


_ g 22 Mons \ id wh: they: never 
2 tobe found at 


this wn; day; 
. the earthquake of e = and cuſhion- 
1 i duſting, nor in the hurricane of noiſe and blu. 


1 ſter, nor yet in the fire of rage and perſecution ; 

a * but i in the ſmall ſtill voice of ſound ſenſe and calm 
Lt reaſoning : this you have obſery'd ſo ſtrictly, 
_ 2585 and adher'd to ſo religiouſly, throughout your 
- 727 whole admirable diſcoutſe, that I may venture at 


_: once to declare, chat none sf your \ A4 
_ RE have arriv*d to your pitch of perf; d to 
ropheſy, 1 that. all your ſuceeſſors will de but 

unt coppiers after ſo bright an original. Vir- 

tue he is render d more àmiable by the dreſs 


_ . yoy have beftow*d upon her ; andthe unerring 


ditiphal force from your 'd6@rine.”” In ſhort, 1 
was ſeiz'd wirk ſuch raptures of Joy, that I could 


5 not forbear — Bleſſed be 


on Betty, and the breaſts of Exo college, which 
gave him ſuck'! One Half of his wondrous wiſdom 


ſuffer, and poſterity have reaſon to larnent; 
un, not 
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knoy Wend end! And + while, think, 'Mothes _ 
"IT I :cry out with rear 15 
ol L 8 
3E T excelleth them alt. hy 9 
Punsuanr to cheſo-chiculttions; 
diately meditated- means to promote the ſale'of 
your ſermon, pa irtly out of à profound venera- 
dion for your 2 ;' but chiefly public 
good, el every honeſl patriot ought to harre 
moſt at heart. Abe bam, by 1 permiſſi- | 
on, metre-monger| in ordinary to the two | . 
and populous cities of London an and Weſtminſter 4 
_=_= worthy and judicious fraternity of! ook. 5 
ſellers and Hawker: having aſſured mie, 5 
my lays are in no ſmall vogue ar hone, fas 
mous abroad, and likely to ſurvive me) I did, | 
after mature deliberation; 'undertake®to tag your 
matchleſs work with my tuneful and immortal 
rhimes; not doubting but, by Heaven's blefing; ; 
they may ferve as à proper r vehicle to convey 
your: fron _ ſenſe and ſound: reaſon to all the 
So of Engliſh readers but eſpecially the 
more —— ſort, Who alas !' are ſtill ſtran- 
gers to true — gion, and- read fifty looſe plays, 
idle poems, and impertinent romanees, for one 
_ Godly 2 or _ rr as Herbert, of 
Pious memory, ling kT 1h | 


A verſe ſhall nd him who a 2 fie 


ISN aſſure you, I heartily deteſt. and * | 
har the mean fawning, the baſe cringine, and 


ſervile adulation of tt e greateſt part of our 
modern addreſſors; and though I cannot give 
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you my verliym /ſacerdatis, in confirmation f 


What I am about to advance ; Yet I proteſt, 
bi = faith of an honeſt eien of the lay: 


herd, 
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herd, chat I have nöither dite&tly nor indirecti7 * 
made the leaft attempt to flatter: you through -;F̃ 
out this whole dedication, notwithſtanding vou 
are maſter of ſuch excellencies as might tempt = 
5 me to be laviſh of my 'rhetorick on fo bright 
i an occaſion. I ſhould» be [exceeding proud of the 
5 | honour of your correſpondence, and ſhould o] 
. it as a peculiar obligation, if, when at any timm 
hereafter you deſign to furprize the world with 
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any of your inimitable productions, -:eſpecially. 
| — ſacred ſubjects, you would condeſcend to 

=. truſt. me with a+: manuſcript copy thereof, 
1 which I would not fail immediately to verſify, * 
1 that ſo you may neither loſe any part of your 
—_. - deſerv'd. honour, nor the world be idepriv'd of 
18s the leaſt: benefit acrewing from eee 
: 3 "3 ! Incybrations.s. + of wiedtl * ric e 
' |. AND, now en 1 Aa in therin- 
= cerity - of my heart, that, while I make you this 
111 promiſe; I have not the leaſt perſonal nere 
in view; having, in reality, no more to expect 
from all or any of the three divinely i 
orders of biſhops, prieſts, and dbacons, for this my 
pious zeal, than I have hitherto had of printers, 
bookſellers and hawkers, for my poetry : or may 
bare ie recetne: une e N hi ny: dedication. | 
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8 8 firſt, bis ſermon: 8 
Then clapt a text upon it's head; 1 5 
Mayn't 1, dye think, learn d yo a 
San tale uſt ſuch, e 9 ES 

y way "of motto to the ſpeech, . 85 5 — 

Which by theſe preſents, Em 10 preach? _ ee 

reed. Then, tho* for 2 . 


Mind it no more t than it were” Roe ag 
For, ; Jeorning the low vulgar . r 
oſe to text ar bible, 3 2 S408 

And, free from goſpel ceremony, 125 * 
I come at once ſlap-daſh upon je, e 
rage, | 


And all the rhet'rick that.befts 
A ſermon to Oxonian wits, e e 555 
Who not fo much in ſenſe delight, „„ 
As in what's 77 , oo 
And, rather thatt be caught by ig + 


Wag fuck 7 in A and treaſon. 
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An ornament to every creature; 


An heav'n commiſſion'd ſpiritual fal, 5 


| 1 her excellence and fame, 


might recommend her tuùneful voice, 


EF 


H O dame religions s ſuch a beauty, 
” As might engage the world to dury 4 
Tho' rational in all ſhe' ſays, 8 

And full of eder all her ways; 
wan of Heaven, and human hature, 
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A thing that, by eternal law, . . 
Claims love, obedience, and awe! ; 


| Yet, let me tell you, all her ties, 


Her boaſted charms, . and wp, CR 0 A 
Were vain, precarious, and a jeſt, N 
Without th' appointment of a prieſt; 


Employ'd to let her out for hire; 


And give a ſanction to her name 
Without his aid, ſhe might kts.” 
That ſhe was beautiful in vain; 
That ſhe had nothing of temptation, „ 
No power, nor {kill to raiſe a paſſion. _ = 2%. 6-H 
*Tis true, a voluntary choice 
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And a Ae NA er, * 
(Te know my meaning . b 8 
Her doctrines wquld Perhaps 0 to 9 
But what are theſe? an 0 „ . 
A bauble for the prieſt L 
Obedience waits his Soy als, W 5 e . 
And, but for his 5 1 / "gg 5 3 *} 
It 5 abſolure neceflity, 3 
Strange! would entirely Oy ws (309 7 + 
Moreover, men are ſuch fad creatures, © 
Thar, in their corrupt wicked fatures, | Tr 
The chriſtian precepts, ſuch as re — wh 
Harſh, jarring, rigid, and ſevere,” £ f 
Rightiy to be embrace would find | 
Alas! too treacherousa friend! 
Nay, even the gentler, e ealy fort © 
Which have ſome favour of the c. we, 
3} Tho' much applauded, and diſpla play's, 
Without him, wopld nor be obey 
And truth ir felf, the choiceſt Dk 155 
Would be receiv'd. with ſcorn, and Smog, + 
Tho? what Pre ſaid, as 1 conceive, 
Is what you know, firs, and believe; 
Vet ſtill to make the caſe more Plain, 
And greater credit to obtain, 
Mark well the following c opar” 
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= 1 And moſt familiar to the nation.” 
Tis this. Thenobleſt n 
= Advices, counſels, and bone | 
Are commonly deem'd out of ſeaſon, 
_ Falſe, trifling, and next door to treaſon, 

Unleſs by ſome: ſage perſons given, 2 
Who have a patent for't from Heaven 
Tho? truths themſelves important be, | 
They're therefore often ſcorn'd, and he 
Who has the ſaucy impudence, _ 
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And propagate them, often ga ga . 5 
Arrears of penalties and pains; 

Nor undeſery'dly. i ly he 7 88 A __ 
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e arrogating b -= 2 
A claim, moſt juſtly meet a tes: aid. 95 f 
1 Tho- they to whom the laws divine _ 
1 | Have never giv'n a right to 1 e 4 
And human power can never . . 
A licencè to diſperſe their cant, 
Are often pa 
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'd. for their folly — — cc: | 
Should it fare thus with priefts 05 Jang 7 3 = _— 


8 Muſt therefore venerable ſages, - 
| Inſtructed in the ſacred _—_—_— _—_ 1 
my | | Who boaſt an unconteſted right, 

| An outward ſhow, an inward le, ee 5 
A legal power to preach, and 5 e 
Reprove, exhort, direct, and Wax, 
Muſt theſe be ſerv'd like t other fellows, 1 
Whoſe impudence deſerves the Sallows? PI 
8 Shall theſe like them, alas ! be. CM OR 
1 Like then ſucceſsleſs and ill fated? * 
| | Expos'd to ſcorn, and fad diſc S_—_ 
= | Suffer contempt, and dire diſtreſs? . 
3 Muſt they, affür dly God's anointed, 
= 4. | Moſt ort 0dox, and heaven-appoitted, 7 
Wi -/ In this capricious, witty, looſe age, - 
1 Expect, alas! no better uſage, - 
| From malice, humour, rage, and fury, 5 
| Of Arrians, Atheiſts: FLA Fi. A 5 
—_ „ Shall Deiſts, Libertines, Socinians, © oY 
* Fews, Quakers, Calviniſts, Arminiant, kn, 
41 | Open their mouths, and ſhew their Beg , 
nl And give lord biſhops fear and dread? _ 
[+ Ah ! muſt we, well dubb'd, lawful ae, 


5 or 
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Be lookt on like ch“ aforeſaid whoreſons? RT | 
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| For 1 tet nor the tale be told. 

From Rome the fatal news with-hold. © Toe | 

All this is fad, and we may ſay © wil „ 
Alack alack! and Fell dy b Sr e 
But ſtill ſome queries more remain; e ISR 
Were there no cauſe Pd not complain. 
Miuſt we to whom all power is given, 

The knights and burgeſſes of heaven, 
HFail-fellows with our lord, and ee 
Be ſubject to the leaſt diſaſter? | 
= Whoſe high authority and power, 

*Bove angels and archangels ſoar? 

Muſt we, even we, ſuch rubs receive, —_— 

*Spite of our juſt prero _— 

Be rank*d with every dull invehanick, 

As idols rais'd by fancy's paniek.. 5 

And deem'd our origine to owe e 

To ſuperſtition? muſt we box 

25 1 Naviſh, filly creatures, 

ſpite of our ſuperior nature? 


An o* we're higher than the ſteeple, 
To that imagin'd lord, che 5 P 

If infidelity, ang vice: 
s wherein libertines rejoice. 


hich Eraſtus lent his hand, n e 
Should, like a deluge, drown the _ $014 e 
If all diſtinctions are-confoundedy d, 

Nor ſacred things from eivil bounded 3 
If levelling of all degrees 
And orders, now prevails with caſs 3 
If harmleſs lambs by wolves are worried, 
And under vile detraction buried; 
If the dread miniſters of his word, 
The meſſengers from their high lord, 
17} Stewards of myſteries profound, 
And angels of the church renown'd, 
In God's right hand the blazing tans 
Heaven s primier embaſſadors, 
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A filly, empty crowd miſguide 3 of 1 


For what, yea What, d'ye 
Boots our devotion, and our creed? Eminem ani I 


Gave miniſters their ſpiritual birth; 
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We prieſts, and preachers (for the ſame wn 
We be, tho” alas i is dur Name) 5 0 1 
If We, I fay, muſt be *"defam'd, Wet ot ot f64 i 

And for ſome dirty actions blam'd, $0.1 th 
Exempli gratid, for deceiving 7 
A world too eaſy in believing, g 
And, to ſupport our ſpiritual * „ 


Eſtabliſh tyranny and pain, 

For ſake of earthly power and pain 3 bs 

And, while they, groan in yoak of bondage, 
Make all our cullies pay us mg: 1 
If this, all this, and ten times more 
Be what we parſons muſt deplore $: 1 
If we, who at the altar wailtt. 

Are doom'd to this unhappy ſtate z © -- ./ 


er eee e . 
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Then now's the ſeaſon, I affure ye, 


To vindicate our pow'r with fury; 

And, with all rher rick, force, aud ogy 
Our Juſt authority aſſert, 

Our miſſion clear, our office heighten, - ; 
And all diſſenting rebels frighten: ,, - 
think indeed, 


How mean were a commiſſion given, 
Which came not piping hot Gon, Tleaven? 25 
Three things demonſtrated ſhall be 
As clear, and plain as A, B, 5 „ cf 
To every one who thinks like W 
That the high Lord of Heaven, and earth, 


And power to act as mediators,'. 
Between himſelf and ſinful creabures, 5 
That oppoſition to their calling, r 
Ts wicked, heterodox. caballing - 10 . 
That all man's artifice would ©: alba a. hah 
And no Prove: "00k Heaney: nA 3 at 
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Were buſied juſt as we are e id vit . A 
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By 1 nature's 
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To, pardon thoſe, who chus-mould-nobſe-is,/ al 


And ftill impenitent- Dose un, % boos 1 
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Laſtly, from dodtrines prev d ſo goody." 
With proper inf renges chneluſdmee. 


As to the firſt, there is ho need 5 nes] K 


To prove, what ye believe indeed, 
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That from the world's beginning n 


Where reaſon's ſacred light was ip =: ud 172 
Or learning rais d it's reverend heat 
T ſhall not mention here, by nam 
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The Brahmins, Magi, great in fande, fo 14 7644 K 
Phe Chaldees, Druids, and the crowd 7 
Of prieſts, to whom the pe Fi how's, - K 


In early times: and *twere a 


T. obſerve that al at gata beh. 1985 4 J 


Not more in a religious ſenſqe. 
Than national, made a pretence 


To mediate cauſes, more or leſs, - 236 67; 


*Twixt God and man, with ſure 3 iT 
Who knows not that the reverend age, 
In thoſe ny diſtant, early ages, oy 


Telling what's what, and how is "EY 12 1 4H 
What folks ſhould do, what leave undone, e 
When God is angry, and how won n 
In ſhort, that *twas their proper [UE 1156 141 
T' exhibit every ſacred ri te. whe buf. 
And ceremony, which, even then, "39K W mo 2 
Might have been pointed: out to men is bas 
light, and founded on 1 21810 
The original foundation-ftone.// | 1/1914 174 rſs [27 A 
But for us chriſtians, who, God ot, 

From Heaven a tevelation got. 5 
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The holy places, from tlie „ Roa 


Of good old patriarchal Ress 
Before the law, twas the frft-born” 
That did the prieſt-hood long adorn ale 
As Jews and chriſtian fathers tell. „ 
And others too, who wrote as well. 707 33 * 
Now theſe, to that high ſtation — 
In families were moſt accounted z*- 44> < 
As kings and prieſts,” at once, they bse 
(Who wiſhes not their ſtate his on?) 
Tis therefore manifeſt, and plain, 0 
That high and mi ghry was their reign; 
And — ſuch a mating e 


That none became it but a king. | aft OT 


But whether this be true or no, ai Ks 


Is more than we Oxoniaus kno x. 
We're certain it was neꝰ er diſputed. KA 101 
That th' office has been executed. 


To better purpoſe, ſome may ay. I 


Than tis perhaps in this our dax. 1 LE” 


That all it's threats, and imprecations, e 
Were neither look'd on, by the nations, ods an 
As idle niceties, or dreams, = | 27 
Nor it's juſt cenſures as flim-flams; . * Sd 
As without doubt we may collect 4 1 
From Abraham, and Abimelechy oo no 
From Noah's giving Shem'the p< n 
And Canaan with a curſe aſſeſſing: [is 
From Tſaac's favour to Jacob, 

And eke from him to all the 1 

Of his twelve ſons, when juſt a Sg” Ih 5 
And they around his-coucha'crying, Wy 4 i * 
For what tho one may bleſs another, 
And pray for favours to ere gg WI. Ws Ea? 
Yet ſolemnly to do the thin Organ VL 


| Belongs but to the prieſt ws. king; l 15 n 2 A 


Whoſe high commiſſion from 2 e 
Can only ſtrong, and — een 
KL | | ' Now 


ws) 


Now that theſe bleſſings, and theſe curſes, - 
Bear with them minifterial forces; . Seine 


And muſt as ſuch conſider'd be, 8 
Is evident, at leaſt to me: 


Becauſe when once they Vert diſpens d, 
That moment their effects commenc'd; 
And, were they ne er ſo bad, or Os 


Unalterable ſtill _— | 

Inſpite even of the ſpeaker O blos * 
Bur, in theſe dar 

Religion ſhot forth feeble 1 rays; ; 

It's miniſtry but ſcanty was, 

For allPve offer'd in its Auſe. 


Let's leave it for à field more *. 


and diſtant Gags, 


Brought by our lord himſelf o übe, 


Omit Tevitie laws, and ſkip ” 


That chriſtian parſons got the power 


= 1 


Oer every ſure, but latent, type pO t; 8 
Each opening prophecy, and fiddle. 
From Moſes's horns, to David's gde, | 
Ard thence, down to the very hour, 15 to! 


To found a church, for men to at 


Or life and ſoul for ever venture. 


On ſacred oracles*tis grounded, 
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That this ſame church at Hirt _Y 


In ſynagogues of Galilee ;" 


Where crowds reſorted' thick to. fee” 

And wonder, praiſe, and glorify; ' 
*Twas then, and there, our. Jotd | 

To ſhew that he was more than man, 


{3 


By undertaking works ſo odd, 7 0 pr 


And difficult for aH but God; 


Reclaiming worlds of wicked folle; wy ion 
And putting on their necks his Yak. * 32120 


Then out of thoſe who did ſubmit, 
He choſe ſuch men as he thought fit, 
To propagate the faith, and win ” 
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Apoſtles thoſe he nam'd a word, AN e f 3 

Almoſt as big as ſpiritual; lord! „„ 
And to them full commiſſion gave, 1 3 
To pray, and preach, and ſink, and dh bu. | 
But more to make the art look great „ 
Firſt faſts, and then does conſecrate, 5 5 
In terms Which plainly makeꝰt . 
What prieſts Fog do, "and What che) are, 


err N IX * 


By virtue of this high e . 
Envy'd by men of mean condition, try 
Th' apoſtles were at firſt appointed, ld: x 


And own'd, at once, the lord's lore: 
Each got a ſtock. of grace i erent, — of. 155 : 
And power, to act as God's vicegerent; 018 
Which afterwards, > OY they ſet gut, 
Among young poets hep * d, 
And, ſo proceeding one by one, 5 
Built on the firſt foundation ſtone, 
Such doctrines uniform, and 5 
Such vaſt improvments in the +. A 
That converts, churches, elders, Jams, 
And canons to ſecure the c cauſe, - rot Bu, 3 ; 5 
Biſhops, and 9 8 and 8 
Were daily made, SY 
A n e N — d and 
Ne'er learnt, or ſlipt out of my head: EF 
wh one I Nil remember well, ba 
which, for ages, I could dwell 3 1 
And that is, laſtly, how they left uſt 3 
A pow'r, of which we're not —ç— 
Even at this day, to name, ordain, AE 161 
And conſecrate folks to explain, 
And eke adorn their lord's Brea: will, 274 
And his laſt legacy fulfil: 85 5 
But, all the while, to 8 an eye, 
Leſt thieves and robbers tut — 
Should, in at windows, ſteal, or creep 


Into che church, and ſeize the a "3 


. 0 " 
; W 4 
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For 


or 


ed; 


For which, with caution, twas provided, 


; And v we drive juſt oy goſpel game: 5 


() 


That matters ſhould ſo well be guided, 7 fo! L 
That parſons in ſubordination, ' N 


Be fix d for churches preſervation, | 


Succeſlively to rule the roaſt, 

And ſo to uſe the Holy Ghoſt, £71 

From time to time, both here, and in > "710 

And up and down, and every where, 

As beſt the common cauſe ſhould fit. 

And help to heav'n good members wy b. en 
Now, let our adverſaries learn, . 4 

Unleſs to ſtupid, to diſcern, ng ©: 


And be convinc'd that tis from hence 


We had our pow'r, and, in true ſenſe, 
Th' unbroken, tho? long - lind — N 


We boaſt in right of our commiſſion. 


Nay, ev'n if this ſhould be deny he oe 
I'd have diſſenters ſatisfy d, A 
That this ſame individual goſpel, 14 


& 


This prieſthood's what, at firſt, co mails | 


* Fx 
IX 1 * 


And was eſtabliſh'd by the ſages, . 
In faultleſs apoſtolic ages. 7 000140, 216% 


For had our ſacred inſtitution 

Receiv'd the very laſt pollution; 

Had it been diff rent, or e THY 

We muſt have known, and heard on't too T 
We had not ſure been left i“ th? ebe 
By every council, every church, 

Synod, aſſembly, convocation, 

Of every convert chriſtian nation: 
Then, ſince they're ſilent in the Eater, 
No demonſtration can be greater, 

Than that our church of England orders, 


In number three, come near the borders 


Of th' inſticution, and its toflels, 
Left by our lord, and his apoſtles, 
Nay that they're actually the ſame, 


The 


„%%% . Jonny 


The truth of this, ſo plain to alll. 
Muſt with the bible ſtand or fall! 
The arguments which prove the one, 
Pzove Cother too, as fure's a guinn. 
hat tho* the terms in common ſpeaking 
(I mean of biſhop, prieſt, and PO - 
Our orders three eccleſiaſtic, T 
Are ev'n confeſs'd to be elaſtic? _ 
Tho? they will ſtretch, and may be we'd; 
Promiſcuous. muſt they be abus'd ? 
Thence does it follow they're the ſame, 
Tho? often paſſing by one name? : 
1 Saint Ferom's ſelf, their Patron high, - 
That leveller of antiquity, . 
That ſullen father owns non eff_ 
W Eccleſia, that has 1 in't no prieft's ::': 
78 And that which, in the temple, Aar- 
1 on, and his ſons, and Levites were, 
Biſhops, prieſts, deacons, to _ ry 
W il! Vendicent in eccleſid. 
1 Yea, laſt of all, he does dane 
1 3 That biſhops will be, were, and are, 
ns | Apoſtolorum ſucceſſores, —_ 
| In ſpite of all detracting gone. 
But critically, what need I, 
An orator, thus mounted high, 
This fruitful point, learn'd ſirs, purſue, * 
Before believers, ſuch as you? 
it But, to ſhow I'm a clever ſpark, - 
1 I'll only add one ſure remark, 
I Videlicet, that what T ve ſaid 
10 Is own'd by all that wear a "IS TY 
| Where'er they live, howe'er they claſh, - 
(Tho? all their notions are meer traſh) 
Whether in Scotland, Rufha, Rome, | 
By force of native truth o'ercome.. | 
_  Agreably to what 1 eee . 
Did A l W r 
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For he, from Chriſt himſelf, the ene, 


Epiſcopacy's ſtream did bring. 


This holy ſaint, in fact, compares . 


The biſhop, with his preſbyrers, 7; 
To Chriſt among th* apoſtles dans. 


Lord preſident of their full meeting : 


And earneſtly ev'n makes a leg, 


To pray, and importune, and beg 


The Trallians, Smyrneans, and Magneſians, 


The Philadelphians, and Epheſians, - 
Id ef, all thoſe, to whom he NE” 
Better to uſe their little wits 
Than, thus their filly ſouls 3 
Run the ſad riſque of wrong — 
For, if they were without the altar, 8 
They'd go to ti devil helter ſkelter. 
Again he ſays, be reverence given 


To deacons, as to Chriſt in Heaven 


To biſhops, as to God the father; 


And to the preſbyters together, 


As God's high ſanhedrim, and colle 


Of apoſtolic power, and n g 2175 
For, without theſe, no church can be. 


No congregation pure, and free 
From error, and impiety. 


Juſt to ſuch purpoſes, and ada 8 


Saint Jrenæus too deduces 

From the ſame orgin, and ſource, 
The miniſterial power, and force: 
He makes the biſhops true ſucceſſion 
The ſtrongeſt argument, and nN 
Againſt the hereticks ſo vile, 

And ſchiſmaticks more wicked ſtill: 
Moreover this ſame glorious martyr, 


Long before hereticks were heard of, 


Whom he would have the church quite clear'd of; 


2 


5. 


Prov'd that lord biſhops had their charter, | 


And, 


* 


"= 20) 
And, furcher to defend the cauſe, 
An argument unanfwer'd draws 9 105 
Againſt all ſuch as innovated, 
And like our damn'd diſſenters: rated. 
St. Clemeni's doctrine is the ſame 3 
And Cyprian alſo, great in fame, a 
Touches this point with ſo much beauty, 
That I could kiſs his very ſhoe-tye. 
Tertullian too, the topick uſing, 
Bids hereticks, the faith refuſing, 
Produce a catalogue of their 
Succeſſion from th*Apoſtle*s chair: 
And Origen, whene' er he ſpeaks + 

Of governors of churches, makes 

Them very cleverly, indeed, 

THY A poſt les in their ſtate ſucceed, 

*Tis what Euſebius alſo proves, 

And our belief moſt ſtrongly moves: 

In ſhort, the fathers, one and all, 

Or wiſe or ſilly, great or ſmall, 

Or learn'd or ignorant, have Jeined 

Teaſſert this doctrine to my mind: 

$ that the thing which was at firſt 

A feeble child, their care has 5 

Till it can ſtand, and walk alone; 

And needs not bow, ev'n to a throne. 
. Tea, what was once a filly ſtream, 
| Enlarg'd in centuries, now, like Thame, 
Rolls ſtrong, and, with its rapid force, 
Bears every thing along of courſe. 

This point then we, I think, have gain'd, 
Andall our adverſaries brain'd : 
Epiſcopacy: fhines as clear, 

As does the ſun i'th' hemiſphere; 

And with as certain marks of heaven, 
As if it were but one hour * 

By virtue of our holy miſſion | 
We therefore riſe to good condition ; : 
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Can to the devil condemn the ſqul,. 


(=) 


And prieſthood, all at once, from nige, 4 0 
Tranſlates us into ſhining/lightz-- 
Lifts grov'ling ſinners from the ground, e 
And brings the great creator dow. 


By bleſſing elements, it makes them : 
All ſpiritual, grace: what's ſeen rale 'em: 
That body giv'n for life o'th* world, x 
About is, 15 it.plaſes himFd=- ꝓæPęͤé— 8 A 
And eke that blood, deſign'd to Ky 20 G 
The fouls of men from miſery, 4 
The prieſthood, by its power, diſpoſes, | 059: 
Eaſy as you can blow your noſes. © - L 


O miracle, moſt ſtrange and odd! E 


O bounty of the great Lord God 


That ſuch tranſcendent power ſhould be 
Giv*n to ſuch wretched tools as we! 
The dullneſs then of not admiring, | 

Is moſt amazing, and ſoul-firing. 
What ſhocking crime not to revere 


The character we Parſons bea! 
How ſtupid, how abſurd ein,, 44: 24 D 
Who boldly inſtitute themſelves! 0 
And think that any pow'r but Gd. 
Can men with ſuch a ſanction loadꝰ 


For tho' (as Chryſoſtom remarks,) N 
The prieſthood's manag d by ſuch a + 58 
As we on earth, tis high e renn, mn eiT 


And a celeſtial office'deem'd: VVV 


Nor angels, nor archangels power, ; 


Nor beings, how high ſoe'er their en, | 
That orders inſtitution: boaft z— 

*T was founded by the Holy Ghoſt ; 

For they, who firſt the gift 9% 9" I; 
Were 110 ſo, and of courſe re ale i 1 eg YT 
Your princes, kings,. and ſuch-like fellows, | 
May ſend a body to the gallows; 
But prieſts alone, without controul, 


Our hs beyond ths grave extended, 
Will triumph, ev'n when time is ended: BT 
And what below we juſtly act, : 
God ratifies above in face, 

And *tis but fair he ſhould ſtand to t, | 
Who gave a licence firſt to dot. 7 : 
Then of all people they're the maddeſt, 1 Y 
And certainly of dogs the faddeft,, b 
Who or deny, or make a jeſt ea ba. 
Of this ſame talent of the prieſt; ; 
Without which there is no falvation, © == 
And mortals cannot *ſcape damnation ! |. | ; 
For, if in heaven none has a ſeat, . Sd 
Till he be firſt regenerate z _ 

If every ſinner's ſurely curſt, 

Who has not the communion firſt; 

If *tis by hands above our healsss © | 
High-lifted, that all this ſucceedss ; 
By us (my brethren) that tis done, e ; 
That Gran? s bilk®d, and heaven is won 

Then how, in God's name, can . l 
Even for their ſins ſincere re ers, ee a, 
Avoid damnation, or aſcen aids hal 
To heaven, without our — band? 1 
The keeping of the keys of heaven, 1 
And hell, and death, to us is give:n 1 
The means, the miniſtrations, F CD 

| — The energies of grace are our: 8 

1 Men are to Chriſt by us united, 

rr By us to worlds celeſtial lighted: 

1 Our acts of merit make the union, 

10 And bring them to the bleſt communion. 
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(il Thus having prov'd this point, the caſe is is 

Wk Plain as the noſes on your faces? 

li Next I'm, as was propos'd,, to ſhew Fo 

0 That all mens oppoſition to e 

Ki Is wicked to the laſt degree, 

fil Which ſoon made evident ſhall be. Bi #2 
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Is null and 3 ut on condition 


Unleſs, in courſe, one holy Wacker 


If cheſe are guilcy of a crime, 


As is con ele d, e aer 


| (. 23: . | 
But, e'er I ſtir a ſtep, *tis fit e 
T” obſerve, for all 178 offer'd yet, 1 5 5 
That miniſterial power and miſſion, . TE 


That it, at leaſt, a matter of fact i * 
Determin'd by che Apoſtles Na, 5 a 
And th univerſal church's courſe, 
2 from their ages down to outs.” 1 $a 
h'Apoſtles pra ice is as plain 


As can be made in ſcripture ſtrain : _ . 2 3 
Paul's paſt' ral lines to Tim and 71 u, arg we 


4 


As if contrivd on purpoſe, fit us: . 
A ſcheme is there, at ance, to guide 75 
Ourſelves, and all our Lock Belge 
And for the church, the thing is A 


From writings of the fathers _ 


From er Councils, many a 9 


Then if our N cannot Fe of —_ wy 


Perform?d, and propagated oo 5 8 f 


Shall conſtantly ſucceed another: 
If chis has hitherto © 94455 3 
(Tho' ſome folks ſheer g ut Pope Jon 5 


Who to the trade ne'er ſerv'd a time, 
Yet for themſelves ſet up the cal the 
And vend their ware with graceleſs ba wing: 
If, without licence, they ve been blam'd 


By t us, and therefore ſhould be damn'd: 15 al? 5 


* 


Then certain *tis, that oppoſition 
To us, and our 7 e 
Is alſo to religion made, 

A ſinful breach upon our trade. 3 
But further, i from due damnation © 
Our Lord found means for mens fron? 

If he has power of inſtituting, ; 


* 
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* 4 5 F 44 


we 
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I, laſtly, he has a juſt right en 

To our obedience? who. dare take: - * 

Deny, oppoſe, prophane r 
Or turn a different way the cauſe 
Again, if tis the higheſt” . 
T* oppoſe his doctrine; there's good. re ? on ; 
His inſtitutions to receive: Oo 
Alike we ſhould them both believe. 5 2 
Sure theſe deſerve as wel. as . e 
Oppoſing one, we bo W 
I Ai er to be obſerp , *- . 


From t' other, men have rightly Grere'd, © Ra 
*T would puzzle caſuiſts to determine, OA 
Upon what grounds diſſenting vermine 9 8 1 
Should to the one ſubmit ind ed,” a to my : 


And leave the other out of their creed. 3 
But, in one word, to clinch the nd 3 


3 "& 4. 


(For Tm reſoly'd I will prevail 1 5 


. 


If heaven, as none here Will * it, "O67: 41 
Has our vocation inſtituted,” 55 rte I 
Then woe, for ever and a day; Ol. £1900) 
Betide him who ſhall diſobeß oe, 2 od Han 
Our will, in any caſe made ktiown, © 
Or dare to call his ſoul his on, 1 
Think for himſelf upon enen F # n 2494] 75 
Or once attempt his own. ſalvation. e ES 
The laſt 'obfervable comes next, 55 ST 
Akin like t'others to the tet 
That he, vile wretch, can ne er be play, 
Who in affronting us is harden . ed 
Of all the ſpiceful things which have 
Been us'd to make us fret and rave. 
Nothing, no, not ev'n Paganiſm, 4 yo pd Sits. 21 
Has plagu'd us half ſo much as ſchiſm ; "Fg 
A fin that's of a dye as black; 22h! uk 
As is the gown upon my back; 
And ſo have thought the greateſt ee oy 
of all opinions, in all ages. | 
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Who damn the thing with one accord, 


Io be church - warden Was 3 2 


i If wich the Prinse he can prevail 5 
Too turn the warden. out,” alles 7 7 


If not, 'tis muck at dne 
Prohibits him the ufe of his 0p. 
Io prove that his a iin en dead. 
Of arguments I have my head fall : 
But one at preſent may ſuffice, : 


Which more than all the reſt 1 prize 3 


| (25 ) 
Schilm! heav'ns defend us! by what names 
She's call'd by every one who blames : 
Her folly; (ev'n by the vile elves, _ 
Moſt guilty of the crime themſelves?) 7 
Confulion's dame! and atheiſm's nurſe! i 
Inlet of Pop'ry ! errors ſource! 

And fifty other titles more, | 

As bad as common birch and whore: 

Yet all the while could ne er agree 

What this confounded ſchiſm ſhould be: 
Not dreaming that twas nonght, N 

But diſaffection to our cloth. 17 | 
Read Cyptian, Jrenaus o'er, | 1 ; 
And Chryſaftom, all nam'd before, ; 


And Jallly 00, upon my word. 

I cant omit a good old practice 

Which, I aſſure ye matter of 0 is: 
When any one of ſchiſm ſaſpec 


Horſe and away „ full ſpeed. ro cour 
The parſon Rae make Fepare:, : 


That ſince tis oppoſite to the ſpirit 
O'th' goſpel, and the church's merit: 
Since, and as long as we're true blue, 
Heav'n abe and perfect too, 
He that our pleaſure 1 

Or to our cloth' no homage pays, 

Is envious, proud, and inſolent; 

And if he don' clone h repent, VV 
A. * Dat 


However ſchiſmiaticks agree, 


Or union pate with ſchiſm to take bo 
Nor all the force” of human powers 


To truckle to the facre@ pages, 


"it +2! 


Or crimes in paſtors high and 155 5 


. | * | 
* tl 26 0 . Py a | — 8 


But obſtinate remains, by Heaven, 5 


He cannot, fhall not, be forgiven. 


The time for theſe harangues allow'd, 
Will not permit me now to crowd 


In every ſhim-ſham fly pretence® — eas | 25 3 
Of ſchiſmaticks in their defenceQ. 6 | 


Howe'er, your patience I We 932 
To tell what you may' ve heard before 


How the eternal laws of nature 2 45 ai . 
Can't be revers'd by human creature 3. 


And what's immutable in frame, 


Will, thro? all ages, run the be: . 


Truth will be truth, and err efron, 


In ſpite of ſophiſtry or terror; 1 ſi 5 * . * 


And no ſmooth magick of the te 
Can change the modes of 487 5 
Tf fo, tis plain as A, By N 


T*evade the charge of gui . i 


Or claw off crimes, or Leah * us, 15 : 5 
a 4. No © 1 „ 9 4G 
That no one act or decfaraätien, 


However publiffy@thro? a naten. 
Can arrant ſchiſm church union make, 


Make theſe e only things of courſe. 
As for the ſpecious plea c 4 


It ought, I think, howe'er outrageous, | 
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